
Late night talk show host Jay Leno enlightens us to 
everything great about being a rider and why he loves the lifestyle

make the move  
to motorcycles
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Get Out and Ride

The future of motorcycling

A
ll motorcyclists 
share a common 
bond—a love for 
riding on two 
(and sometimes 
three) wheels. 
Whether on the 

street, track or trail, the enjoyment 
derived from riding can’t be quanti-
fied, it simply has to be experienced. 

And every spring, motorcyclists—
men, women and kids of all ages, 
representing every demographic 
imaginable—take to two wheels in 
record numbers. In fact, the Motor-
cycle Industry Council’s Owner 
Survey estimated that 11 million 
motorcycles were in use in 2009, and 
some 27 million Americans swung a 
leg over a bike that same year.

During the American Motorcyclist 
Association (AMA) Get Out And Ride! 
Month in April of this year, that’s 
exactly what hundreds of thou-
sands of our members did across 
the nation. It’s the first month when 
warm spring temperatures arrive 
in nearly every state, and riders can 

rekindle their passion to recreate 
and commute on one of the greenest 
forms of transportation available. 

It’s no coincidence that Earth Day 
is celebrated in the same month, 
because every day is earth day 
when riding a motorcycle. A typi-
cal motorcycle (or scooter) provides 
fuel economy that exceeds that 
of most automobiles. In addition, 
motorcycles require less oil and 
other chemicals to operate, take 
up less space than cars and trucks 
during operation and when parked, 
and utilize significantly fewer raw 
materials during production.  

Ride responsibly
By the time May rolls around, most 
motorcyclists have already taken to 
the roads and highways. Fittingly, 
May is celebrated as national Motor-
cycle Awareness Month to help other 
road users become more aware of 
motorcycles in traffic. All too often, 
crashes occur when another vehicle 
violates a motorcyclist’s right-of-
way. Motorcyclists also do their part, 

taking it upon themselves to ride 
responsibly by enrolling in safety 
training classes, wearing appropri-
ate riding gear that includes a DOT-
compliant helmet, and riding sober 
and free of distractions. 

Riding responsibly and safely has 
been a core tenet of the American 
Motorcyclist Association since our 
non-profit association was founded 
in 1924. In the decades following, 
we’ve established the gold standard 
when it comes to fair, fun and well 
planned recreational and competi-
tive events for tens of millions of 
motorcyclists. Our mission is to pro-
mote the motorcycling lifestyle and 
protect the future of motorcycling, 
and it’s one that our members pur-
sue with passion, enthusiasm and 
single-minded determination. 

If you’re not a rider but have 
always longed to be, why not Get Out 
And Ride! with us? Experience the 
common bond that lasts a lifetime.

 

Rob dingman

editorial@mediaplanet.com
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“Every spring, 
motorcyclists—
men, women and 
kids of all ages, 
representing every 
demographic 
imaginable—take to 
two wheels in record 
numbers.”

Rob Dingman
President and CEO of the American 
Motorcyclist Association 
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Learning to ride the right way
■■ Question: Without 

experimenting on my new bike, 
how can I get started if I am 
ready to ride?

■■ Answer: Enroll in a motorcycle 
safety course. It will prepare you 
even before you get your license.

When you decide you want to learn 
how to ride a motorcycle out on pub-
lic highways, do not call on a friend, 
neighbor or relative. The same is 
true if you’re already a rider and you 
want to improve your riding skills or 
sharpen them. Get professional help. 

There’s much to gain by signing 
up for one of the many RiderCour-
sesSM offered through the Motorcycle 
Safety Foundation, facilitated by 
certified RiderCoachesSM. Each has 
gone through a demanding seven-
day training program, and must 
continue through development 
workshops and regular recertifica-
tion. They’re everyday riders them-
selves. MSF RiderCourses use modern-
day, adult learning methods. You’re 
engaged in your own learning. Class-
room sessions aren’t long lectures.

The two-day Basic RiderCourse is 
the best first ride you can take. On 

the riding range, a closed parking 
lot, you’ll be geared up in helmet and 
gloves with everything else prop-
erly covered. You’ll be introduced to 
a lightweight motorcycle, usually 
250cc, and all the controls. The exer-
cises go step by step, so even if you’ve 
never experienced a manual trans-
mission, you can be riding for the 
very first time within an hour. 

After more practice with starting 
and stopping and properly using the 
brakes, you’ll progress to shifting and 
cornering and even techniques for 

swerving and going over obstacles. 
The second classroom session is 
about developing smart strategies 
for riding in traffic. Riding motor-
cycles is more a skill of the eyes and 
mind than of the hands and feet.

Graduating from the Basic Rider-
Course gives you an excellent foun-
dation as a motorcyclist and much 
more. In many states, completing 
the course means you won’t have to 
take the riding portion of the DMV 
test. More than a few insurance com-
panies offer discounts for graduates. 

And some motorcycle retail stores 
even provide a discount or two. Com-
bine this with less money spent at 
the gas pump, reduced ownership 
and maintenance costs compared 
to that for a car, and riding instead of 
driving could mean an extra $5,000 
or more in your bank account each 
year. Plus, you could actually go from 
dreading your commute to enjoying 
it.

The best motorcyclists, the ones 
getting the most enjoyment out 
of their bikes, keep coming back 
for more training. Once you have 
your own bike, the MSF can provide 
you with an Advanced RiderCourse, 
Bike-Bonding Courses and the 
new Street RiderCourse that takes 
radio-equipped students out into 
real-world traffic. And in many areas 
nationwide, families with kids age 
six and up can try out the off-high-
way DirtBike School. The Basic Rider-
Course is just the beginning.

Two-Wheel tips

■■ Get trained and licensed: 
Take Motorcycle Safety Founda-
tion RiderCourses and get your 
motorcycle license from the 
DMV.

■■ Wear all the gear, all the 
time: Wear a jacket or suit, rid-
ing pants, over-ankle motorcycle 
boots, gloves and especially a 
helmet built to meet Department 
of Transportation standards.

■■ Never drink and ride: Never 
have alcohol or drugs in your 
system while riding, period.

■■ Ride within your limits and 
obey traffic laws: Don’t ride 
faster or farther than your abili-
ties can handle.

■■ Be a lifelong learner: Keep 
coming back to be the best rider 
you can possibly be.

! Read more 
on the web:

www.mic.org
www.msf-usa.org
www.rockmoto.com

Risks don’t disappear 
when deployment ends

Motorcycling can cure a lot 
of ills, not the least of which 

is stress. It’s no wonder, then, 
that a lot of returning service-
men and women turn to bikes as 
they readjust to civilian life.

While no one is more deserv-
ing of enjoying the freedom of 
two wheels than our military 
veterans, it’s important to put 
safety first. For experienced rid-
ers coming back after months, 
even years, off a bike—and 
those who’ve decided to become 
motorcyclists once their service 
ends—safety should come first.

All arms of the military have 
been major advocates of riding 
safety. In addition to the basic 
motorcycle safety course that 
all military riders must take, the 
military now promotes special-
ized training for high-perfor-
mance sportbikes.

The U.S. Navy and U.S. Army 
safety centers, in collabora-
tion with the Motorcycle Safety 
Foundation, made the Military 
SportBike RiderCourse available 
to all branches of the Depart-
ment of Defense.

The MSF Military SportBike 
RiderCourse is designed for sport-
bike riders who have completed 
the MSF Basic RiderCourse. The 
one-day course includes three 
hours of classroom interactive les-
sons and four hours of riding time. 
The classroom segment focuses 
on the behavioral aspects of riding, 
such as attitude and personal risk 
assessment, and includes discus-
sions about breaking proficiency, 
cornering techniques, traction 
management, and characteristics 
unique to sport bikes. The riding 
session builds on these topics by 
providing riders the opportunity 
to develop and improve skills in 
braking, cornering and swerving.

American Motorcyclist Association 
editorial@mediaplanet.com

news

Women love motorcycling: What are you waiting for?

be a lifelong learner 
Continue to take safety 
courses even as your 
riding experience grows.
Photo: MSF

The motorcycle movement 
is being readily embraced 
every year by more and 
more women for a variety of 
reasons, but most of all they 
just want to feel the wind in 
their hair and the freedom 
of the open road.

“I wish I started sooner.” This sen-
timent is echoed time and again 
by women taking up motorcycling 
for the first time. “I was astonished 
at how totally free, how utterly 
unrestrained, how absolutely lib-
erating it is to be on a motorcycle,” 
explains Fran Mayko of Milford, 
CT, who obtained her motorcycle 
license at age 54 after years of 
dreaming about it. “After that first 
ride, I decided with or without a 
bike, I’d no longer be a passenger in 

the ride of life.” 
For many of the 5.7 million 

women who ride a motorcycle 
today, the thrill of sitting in the 
front seat, feeling the wind rush 
across their face, experiencing the 
world from the open-air saddle is 

so liberating and so empowering it 
affects other areas of their life and 
that’s contagious. Women are the 
fastest growing segment of new rid-
ers, and have been for more than a 
decade. The Motorcycle Industry 
Council’s last ownership survey 
indicates female motorcycle own-
ers increased from 9.6 percent in 
2003 up to 12.3 percent in 2008, and 
that number continues to grow. 
Nearly 50 percent of the readers of 
my online magazine, WomenRider-
sNow.com, have just started riding 
or have ridden less than two years. 

Breaking down stereotypes
This growth is having a positive 
effect on this male-dominated 
sport, breaking stereotypes in the 
process. More women on wheels 
means a greater acceptance of the 

two-wheeled lifestyle among the 
key influencer in the household, 
the woman. When Mom rides, it 
sends a favorable message to the 
next generation. “My 8-year-old 
son’s takeaway from seeing me 
ride and knowing I’ve ridden for 
most of my adult life is that motor-
cycling isn’t an act of rebellion. 
It’s something normal people do, 
including moms,” says Susan Car-
penter, a journalist who’s been rid-
ing for 20 years. A woman rider is 
more likely to give her blessing to 
not only her husband, but her chil-
dren, too who’ve been dreaming of 
riding. It’s a win-win for women, 
for families, and the motorcycle 
industry. What are you waiting for?

Genevieve Schmitt

editorial@mediaplanet.com

stayiNG safe statesiDe

A win-win for women
Genevieve Schmitt is the founder and 
editor of WomenRidersNow.com, the 
leading resource for women motorcy-
clists, and is a speaker and consultant 
to the motorcycling industry. She has 
been riding a motorcycle for 21 years. 
Photo: WOMEN RIDERS 
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Dr. Ray Ochs,  
Director of Training Systems  

for the Motorcycle  
Safety Foundation

editorial@mediaplanet.com
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tunities and more!
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Learning to ride the right way
And some motorcycle retail stores 
even provide a discount or two. Com-
bine this with less money spent at 
the gas pump, reduced ownership 
and maintenance costs compared 
to that for a car, and riding instead of 
driving could mean an extra $5,000 
or more in your bank account each 
year. Plus, you could actually go from 
dreading your commute to enjoying 
it.

The best motorcyclists, the ones 
getting the most enjoyment out 
of their bikes, keep coming back 
for more training. Once you have 
your own bike, the MSF can provide 
you with an Advanced RiderCourse, 
Bike-Bonding Courses and the 
new Street RiderCourse that takes 
radio-equipped students out into 
real-world traffic. And in many areas 
nationwide, families with kids age 
six and up can try out the off-high-
way DirtBike School. The Basic Rider-
Course is just the beginning.

Women love motorcycling: What are you waiting for?
two-wheeled lifestyle among the 
key influencer in the household, 
the woman. When Mom rides, it 
sends a favorable message to the 
next generation. “My 8-year-old 
son’s takeaway from seeing me 
ride and knowing I’ve ridden for 
most of my adult life is that motor-
cycling isn’t an act of rebellion. 
It’s something normal people do, 
including moms,” says Susan Car-
penter, a journalist who’s been rid-
ing for 20 years. A woman rider is 
more likely to give her blessing to 
not only her husband, but her chil-
dren, too who’ve been dreaming of 
riding. It’s a win-win for women, 
for families, and the motorcycle 
industry. What are you waiting for?

Genevieve Schmitt

editorial@mediaplanet.com

FOR 36 MONTHS†

ON NEW AND UNUSED 2009 
TO 2011 CAN-AM ROADSTERS

OTHER FINANCING 
OPTIONS AVAILABLE

3.9%
APR

AS LOW AS

can-am.brp.com
©2011 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved. ®, ™ and the BRP logo are trademarks of BRP or its 
affiliates. In the U.S.A., products are distributed by BRP US Inc. Offers valid in US only from May 1, 2011 to July 31, 2011. See 
an authorized BRP dealer for details. FINANCING OPTIONS: † Financing as Low as 3.9% APR for 36 Months: Offer valid at 
participating dealers on purchases of new and unused 2009-2011 Can-Am roadsters. On a purchase where the Amount Financed is 
$16,000, your Down Payment is $0 with 36 monthly payments of Tiers A - B Customers: $471.70 each. ANNUAL PERCENTAGE 
RATE 3.9%. Tier C Customers: $486.07 each. ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE 5.9%. These financing programs are offered by 
Sheffield Financial, a Division of BB&T Financial, FSB. Minimum Amount Financed $1,500; Maximum Amount Financed $50,000. 
Subject to credit approval. Approval, and any rates and terms provided, are based on credit worthiness. Other financing offers 
available. Financing promotions void where prohibited. Offer subject to change without notice. The financing offered in this promotion 
is the responsibility of Sheffield Financial. Neither BRP US Inc. nor its affiliates is responsible for the financing or any errors or 
changes related to the financing provided by Sheffield Financial. BRP reserves the right, at any time, to discontinue or change 
specifications, prices, designs, features, models or equipment without incurring any obligation. Some models depicted may include 
optional equipment. Always ride responsibly and safely. Always observe applicable local laws and regulations. Don’t drink and drive. 
610234

The Can-Am® Spyder® RT and RS roadsters. With a 
unique, three-wheeled stance. Intuitive, rider-focused 
features. And head-turning magnetism. It’s more than 
a new way to experience the open road. It’s riding, 
reinvented. Discover what thousands of riders already 
know at can-am.brp.com.

DISCOVER  
RIDING 
REINVENTED

VEHICLE STABILITY SYSTEM
An exclusive system combines  
automotive-like features such  
as ABS, traction control and  
stability control.

DYNAMIC POWER STEERING
This electronically controlled 
system provides more comfort  
to the rider.

SEMI-AUTOMATIC  
TRANSMISSION
No clutch lever or foot shifter  
required to change gears.  
(Manual available) 

inspiration

Sportbike. The emphasis 
here is on performance, 
acceleration and handling. 
Slightly less utility than other 
types but lots of fun.

Standard. Think of 
a sportbike without the 
bodywork and an increased 
emphasis on all-around 
abilities: local commuting  
and backroad riding.

Dual-purpose. Intended 
for off- and on-road use. 
Some are streetbikes in dirt 
clothing, others are pure off-
road racers with headlights.     

Cruiser. The classic 
American-style motorcycle. 
Laid-back, big and beautiful. 

Touring. Designed for 
long-distance travel, includes 
built-in luggage, and all the 
creature comforts.

Scooter. Lots of storage 
and great mileage make 
them wildly practical.  
Twist the throttle and go.

Choose your 
ride!

Travis Pastrana is proof that 
a love for riding can result in 
not only a fun pastime—but 
fame and fortune! 

“Having grown up riding I’m such 
a big proponent of getting kids and 
families out to ride.  It’s just a great 
opportunity to spend time with 
your family and friends while get-
ting outside and doing something 
healthy.  Some of my fondest mem-
ories are from the times I spent as a 
young kid riding at the track with 
my family,” says Pastrana who has 
always had the support of his fam-

ily—despite many nerve-wracking 
accidents.

Pastrana was riding a one-speed 
by the age of four. Supported by his 
family, he quickly rose up the com-

petitive riding ladder, achieving a 
world freestyle championship title 
in 1998. He won the first pro race 
he ever entered and went on to win 
a gold medal in freestyle at the X 

Games. Pastrana continued to accu-
mulate more medals and by 2005 
had a career total of five X Games 
gold medals, five golds from the 
Gravity Games, and additional wins 
at numerous events like the recent 
gold at the 2010 X Games FMX. 

One of his jaw-dropping feats is 
the double motorcycle double back 
flip that ranks as one of the top 
moments in X Games history. He’s 
sharing his amazing talents with 
millions on his MTV series, Nitro 
Circus. 

Faye Brookman

editorial@mediaplanet.com

Insight from a motorcycle 
accident attorney
We are a national network of motor-
cycle injury lawyers dedicated to 
the safety, awareness, and educa-
tion of the riding community. Our 
mission is to support and promote 
the well-being of all motorcyclists. 
We have provided these tips so that 
in the event of an accident, you will 
know what to do and say.

Identify drivers and witnesses
■■ Obtain the other driver(s) 

name, address and phone num-

ber. Write down the license plate 
and registration numbers of the 
vehicle(s) involved in the accident. 
Ask the driver(s) to show you their 
license, give you their phone num-
bers, insurance company name 
and policy numbers. Also, obtain 
the names, phone numbers  and 
addresses of all eyewitnesses. Try 
to get a written statement from 
witnesses as to what happened.

Comments and statements
■■ Do not discuss the accident with 

anyone except the investigating 
police officer and stick to the basic 
facts. People upset by an accident 
may sometimes mistakenly admit 
fault. Never admit liability. If you are 
at fault, an investigation will provide 
that information later. If you are not 

at fault, but you’ve made an unwise 
statement, it may be misconstrued 
and brought up against you later. 
If it’s a serious accident involving 
injury, you will want to make state-
ments only to your lawyer.

Take pictures  of the accident
■■ Make your own written notes 

and sketches. If you have a cam-
era, take pictures to preserve skid 
marks, vehicle position(s) and 
other physical evidence that could 
disappear  over time.

When to leave the scene
■■ Unless your injuries require 

otherwise, do not leave the scene 
of an accident until you have 
assisted the injured, protected the 
scene, obtained and recorded the 

information listed above, called 
police and assisted them as needed. 
Remember, that even serious inju-
ries are not always evident at the 
time of the collision. 

Insurance reports
■■ You should immediately notify 

your insurance representative and 
then document this notification.  
Failure to notify your insurance 
company may constitute grounds 
for them to deny coverage for your 
accident. Do not give a statement 
without consulting your lawyer first.

! Read more 
on the web:

www.Lawtigers.com  
www.Mrf.org
www.Lclegal.com

Geoffrey 
Trachtenberg
California 
Partner, Law 
Tigers; America’s 
Motorcycle injury 
lawyers

 

Get out and ride with family and friends

make sure you 
are covered 
physically 

and financi-
ally for the 
unexpected

2
tip

“Some of my  
fondest memories 
are from the times 
I spent as a young 
kid riding at the track 
with my family.”
Travis Pastrana
Professional motocross athlete

tips in the event of an accident

www.cycleworld.com/motointro

travis Photos: redbull
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The All-New 2011 Honda CBR250R
SEE THE BIKE THAT HAS EVERYONE TALKING AT FACEBOOK.COM/CBR250R
SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE $3,999 / SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE WITH ABS $4,499
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Jay Leno: Riding with  
a passion and purpose

I
t’s no secret Jay Leno loves 
motorcycles; he has 90 in his 
famous garage. But Leno doesn’t 
only get out and ride for fun; he’s 
helped raise funds and aware-
ness for charities, while also 
espousing the environmental 

benefits of choosing cycles as 
transportation—especially with 
today’s escalating gasoline prices.  

“Sure a motorcycle looks cooler 
and is faster… girls like them,” says 
Leno during a break in his produc-
tion schedule for “The Tonight Show 
with Jay Leno.” “But there are [envi-
ronmental] byproducts. They are 
lighter, meaning less wear and tear 
on highways. You get more exercise, 
fresh air and you can avoid acci-
dents quickly. You also aren’t texting 
or talking on a cell phone on a bike!”

Motorcycles, of course, require 
less fuel and in some states are 
allowed even with one rider in high 
occupancy vehicle lanes. He hopes 
to see Americans embrace scoot-
ers and motorcycles to the level of 
Europeans. “Wouldn’t it be great 
to see a bunch of scooters in Times 
Square instead of cabs,” he adds. 

Leno, a lifelong American Motor-
cyclist Association member, also 
cited the wide variety of motor-
cycles from scooters to the new 
trikes which are wider and pro-
vide greater stability. The myriad 
choices offer options for aging 
baby boomers and women. Leno 
explains motorcycles have many 
safety aspects such as lower seats 
for women. “And it is really like a 
gyroscope so you are not going to tip 
over—it is safe and stable,” he says.

Leno’s assortment runs the 
gamut from a collector’s 1916 Pope to 

a brand new Royal Enfield. He selects 
what to ride based on his task. For 
example, a vintage bike isn’t used for 
quick chores but for pleasure rides. “I 
pick a modern bike for commuting 
or puttering to the café,” he explains.  
On a bike, Leno can be just another 
rider and he fondly recalls when he 
would ride then work on the motor-
cycle with a wrench for hours to 
tune it up. His first experience rid-
ing was at age 12 when a friend of his 
dad’s came to visit with a bicycle that 
had an engine on the front wheel. He 
lived on three acres and went for a 
ride with little instruction on how 
to brake. The result was blowing into 
the field and his mother screaming 
to “get that machine out of here,” 
recalls Leno in an interview in an 
AMA journal article. “I was pretty 
much sold on the whole idea.”

While Leno is vocal about his sup-

port of biking, he’s modest when 
it comes to his altruistic efforts in 
combining a hobby with doing good 
for charities such as Autism Speaks.  
He explains the link between 
motorcyclists and fundraising rides. 
Although riders are individualist—
they select a bike right for them—
they are also “clannish,” Leno 
says.  “You don’t see a Chevy driver 
waving to another Chevy driver,” 
he jokes. “But seven out of 10 times 
you’ll get a reciprocal nod from a 
motorcycler.” That pride of being 
part of a group translated into riding 
together and created events such as 
the Love Ride which Leno has been 
the Grand Marshal of numerous 
times including the event slated for 
California’s Castaic Lake on October 
23 to raise money for Autism Speaks. 

“Jay has been our Grand Marshal 
since Love Ride’s inception back in 

1984,” says Love Ride’s founder Oliver 
Shokouh.  “He is a very kind and gen-
erous man. In addition to lending his 
name as our Grand Marshal, which 
gives our event the tremendous 
credibility it deserves, he has even 
contributed monetarily which is 
very rare among celebrities who par-
ticipate. He has come to be ‘one of the 
riders.’ While a celebrity, in this event 
he is a peer, a brother. This bonding 
fosters the spirit of giving because 
Jay is one of us bikers.” Charities, in 
general, have been struggling, but 
efforts of those such as Leno have 
helped riding events, Shokouh adds. 
Leno has provided extensive cov-
erage of The Sturgis Rally, helping 
make that event a feature on “The 
Tonight Show with Jay Leno.”

Faye Brookman

editorial@mediaplanet.com

inspiration

1. Am I a moron? 
If the answer is “yes,” you 
may want to stick to public 
transportation or a Hummer. 
On a motorcycle, you’ll need 
your wits about you at all times, 
though one of the beauties of 
motorcycling is that it will teach 
you to focus.

2. Do I want to ride  
for business,  
pleasure or both?
If you’re thinking of a motorcycle 
as strictly transportation, nearly 
any bike you feel comfortable on 
will work. If you’re interested in 
motorcycling as sport and social 
activity, Internet forums are a 
great place to start research.  

3. Do I have any money?
Unlike most pursuits that are 
enjoyable, you can still ride 
motorcycles even if the answer 
is “no.” In fact, in the long run, 
if you’re already driving a car, a 
motorcycle will save you money. 

4. How much riding 
experience do I have?
If the answer is zero, starting out 
on something with standard-
style, sit-up-straight ergonomics 
is the way to go because those 
kinds of bikes are easiest to 
control while learning.

5. What kind of 
motorcycle will make 
me most attractive?
Any motorcycle will make you 
more attractive as long as you 
keep it on two wheels.

Check out MOTO INTRO
Cycle World’s guide to getting 
started in motorcycling in the 
July issue of Cycle World.
www.cycleworld.com/motointro

Questions to  
ask yourself

support of biking. Jay Leno with Peter Fonda, a fellow proponent of the motorcycle movement. � Photo: Paul Drinkwater//NBCUPB

think about 
what you 
hope to 

achieve from 
the rider 

experience

3
tip


